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Barron County Severe Weather Event Relief Guidance 
 
Barron County Authorities would like to thank the community for the overwhelming support, generosity, 
and offers to help with the aftermath of the May 16th tornado. Our thoughts and prayers go out to those 
affected.  
 
Resources for Those Affected 
 

 Chippewa County Housing Authority is accepting applications for the Barron County Emergency 
Assistance Program. Assistance is available to eligible homeowners and tenants whose primary 
residence was affected by the tornado/storms on May 16th & 17th. This assistance is available to 
help eligible applicants with housing rehabilitation and replacement activities.  

o Applications will be accepted in-person: 
 Thursday July 13th & Monday July 17th  
 9:00 am - 5:00 pm  
 Barron County Government Center in the 3rd Floor Conference Room 
 335 East Monroe Ave, Barron, WI 54812 

o Appointments are required:  
 Call Valerie Prueher (715-726-4580) or Lori Artz (715-738-2596) to make an 

appointment. You may need to leave a voicemail.   
o Details and more information can be found on the Barron County “What’s New” webpage 

titled “Updated Storm Recovery Information.”  
 

 Financial assistance may be available to reimburse the short-term, emergency housing costs 
incurred by people who were displaced by the tornado by the Wisconsin Housing and Economic 
Development Authority (WHEDA). 

o For more information and to apply for emergency housing assistance, contact the 
Northwest Regional Planning Commission at (715) 635-2197. 
 

 Monetary assistance is available to qualified storm-impacted residents towards either: 
o Monthly mortgage expense for the primary residence that was damaged by the tornado  
o Rental cost of temporary housing due to displacement from the primary residence  

Relief assistance is limited to $1,000 per applicant per household. For more information and to 
apply for assistance, visit the Realtors Association of Northwestern Wisconsin website: 
http://www.ranww.org/documents/resources/disaster-relief-assistance-application.pdf.  
 

 Residents and businesses affected can apply for low-interest disaster loans from the U.S. 
Small Business Administration (SBA):  

o Loan applications can be completed online at: disasterloan.sba.gov/ela  

o Individuals and businesses may also obtain information and loan applications by calling 
the SBA’s Customer Service Center at 1-800-659-2955.  

 Community members who are deaf or hard-of-hearing may call 1-800-877-
8339 or email disastercustomerservice@sba.gov 

o Official press release and details are posted on the Barron County “What’s New” 
webpage titled “Updated Storm Recovery Information.”  

http://www.barroncountywi.gov/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7bA03C10D0-957E-49C9-AE31-BE9B081F026D%7d&DE=%7bA7E78DB0-28AA-40EC-A352-3BEDA736E1D2%7d
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tel:(800)%20659-2955
tel:(800)%20877-8339
tel:(800)%20877-8339
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http://www.barroncountywi.gov/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7bA03C10D0-957E-49C9-AE31-BE9B081F026D%7d&DE=%7bA7E78DB0-28AA-40EC-A352-3BEDA736E1D2%7d


 The Town of Chetek would like all residents who suffered building damage or loss due to the 
tornado to contact the Building Inspector to determine if a building permit and inspections are 
needed. Certain areas will be excluded such as reroofing, siding and windows. Structural 
damage needs to be assessed and would require onsite visit. It is the Town Board’s intention to 
make sure that the residents who suffered the damage are being protected and have a safe 
dwelling.  Contact Daryl Dostal, building inspector, at 715-458-0741 or cell 715-205-7741.  
 

 To request volunteer cleanup assistance, please call 211 or the Chetek Visitor’s Center at 715-
924-4440. Please know that you may need to leave a voicemail. They cannot guarantee 
immediate assistance or that volunteers will be able to fulfill all requests.  

 

 If your address/fire number sign was damaged or went missing during the tornado, please 
contact Mike Stanley at the Barron County Zoning Office (715-537-6375) to apply for a 
replacement sign.  

o The Barron County Zoning Office will cover the cost of a replacement sign once your 
address has been verified to have been impacted by the storm.  

o Replacement signs will be shipped to the township for installation. 
 

 For assistance or concerns with insurance, contact the Office of the Commissioner of Insurance 
(OCI) at 1-800-236-8517 or at https://oci.wi.gov. 
  

 The Donation Center is available to provide storm-affected residents with needed items 
(clothing, food, toiletries, furniture, cleaning supplies, pet supplies, and more):  

o Located at the Warehouse next to the former ReStore Building in Cameron, 309 N 1st 
Street, Cameron, WI 54822.  

o The Donation Center will operate through the end of July:  
 Saturdays, Sundays & Mondays: CLOSED 
 Tuesdays & Thursdays: Open 2pm - 7pm 

 Tuesday July 4th: CLOSED 
 Wednesdays, Fridays: Open 10am - 5pm 

o Changes to the dates/times of operation will be posted on the Living Water Lutheran 

Church Facebook Page. For questions regarding the Donation Center, please send a 

private Facebook message to Living Water Lutheran Church.  
 
Debris Clean Up  
 

 Tree limbs, logs, and stumpage may be dropped off at the City of Chetek Brush Site, 1460 

Hochmayr Drive, Chetek, WI 54728.  The debris MUST be sorted into limbs, stumpage, and 

logs. Do not bring building debris to this site. The site will be open from 11am – 7pm.   

o The City of Chetek Brush Site will remain open through July. Any changes to 

hours/dates of operation will be updated on the Chetek Area Relief Information Page: 

explorechetek.com/chetek-blog/2017/5/17/chetek-relief-info 

   

 Other debris, electronic waste, and appliances can be brought to Barron County Waste to 

Energy, 575 10 ½ Avenue, Almena WI. As of May 30, 2017, the standard fee schedule has 

resumed.  

 

 Amundson Appliances in Rice Lake is willing to pick up and dispose of unwanted appliances: 
715-234-8904. 

https://oci.wi.gov/
https://www.facebook.com/Living-Water-Lutheran-Church-249377908442648/
https://www.facebook.com/Living-Water-Lutheran-Church-249377908442648/
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 Please do not leave brush and debris in the right of way of any road.  

 

 Community members are asked by Barron County Emergency Management not to burn debris. 
 
Donations 
 

 Monetary Donations to help those impacted by the storms are accepted by Red Cedar Church.  
o Checks should be made out “Red Cedar Church” and include “Disaster Relief Barron 

County Event” in the check memo line.  
 Red Cedar Church is located at 1701 W Allen St., Rice Lake, WI 54868 

o Donations can also be made online at Red Cedar Church’s website: 
www.redcedarchurch.com/give/  

o Funds collected by Red Cedar Church will be generously matched up to $1,000,000 by 
Mr. Foster Friess.  

o Decisions on how monetary donations will be distributed have not been identified at this 
time. We do not anticipate that cash payments will be made to individuals affected. A 
long-term recovery committee, made up of nonprofit organizations, has been established 
to identify how the funds can best serve the affected community.  

 

 Durable goods donations are accepted at the Donation Center as needs are identified. 
o The Donation Center is located at the warehouse behind the former ReStore (309 N 1st 

Street, Cameron, WI 54822).  
o Please check the Living Water Lutheran Church Facebook page for updated list of 

Donation Center needs and any changes to the dates/times of operation: 
www.facebook.com/Living-Water-Lutheran-Church-249377908442648/  

o For questions or to coordinate delivery of donations, please send a private Facebook 
message to Living Water Lutheran Church. 

  
Volunteering 
 

 Volunteers are needed to help sort and distribute durable goods donations at the Donation 
Center (309 N 1st Street, Cameron, WI 54822) being operated by Living Water Lutheran Church. 

Sign up online here: http://signup.com/go/NTreQCC.  
 

 If you would like to assist with cleanup efforts, please call Chetek Visitor’s Center at 715-924-
4440 for more information. 

 If you have resources or services you would like to share, please call 211. 

 
By working together, we can best help our neighbors in need. Thank you for all of the offers of hope, 
donations, and prayers. As this recovery continues, we want to thank the hundreds of volunteers, 
businesses, and organizations that have worked day and night on this disaster for the citizens of Barron 
County during this difficult time. 
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